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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR A
MULTICARRIER MODULATION SYSTEM
WITH A VARTABLE MARGIN

RELATED APPLICATION DATA

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 14/079,285, filed Nov. 13,2013, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,937,
988, which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No.
13/764,529, filed Feb. 11, 2013, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,625,660,
which is a Continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/694,
143, filed Jan. 26, 2010, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,374,226, which
is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 11/972,340,
filed Jan. 10,2008, which is a continuation of U.S. application
Ser. No. 11/242,024, filed Oct. 4, 2005, which is a continua-
tion of U.S. application Ser. No. 09/836,295, filed Apr. 18,
2001, which claims the benefit of and priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/197,727,
entitled “Multicarrier modulation system with variable mar-
gin to account for time varying impairments,” filed Apr. 18,
2000, each of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to communications technologies. In
particular, this invention relates to multicarrier modulation
systems having multiple margins.

2. Description of Related Art

Multicarrier modulation, or Discrete Multitone Modula-
tion (DMT), is a transmission method that is widely used for
communication over difficult media. Multicarrier modulation
divides the transmission frequency band into multiple sub-
channels, i.e., carriers or bins, with each carrier individually
modulating a bit or a collection of bits. A transmitter modu-
lates an input data stream containing information bits with
one or more carriers, i.e., bins or subchannels, and transmits
the modulated information. A receiver demodulates all the
carriers in order to recover the transmitted information bits as
an output data stream.

Multicarrier modulation has many advantages over single
carrier modulation. These advantages include, for example, a
higher immunity to impulse noise, a lower complexity equal-
ization requirement in the presence of multipath, a higher
immunity to narrow band interference, a higher data rate and
bandwidth flexibility. Multicarrier modulation is being used
in many applications to obtain these advantages, as well as for
other reasons. These applications include Asymmetric Digi-
tal Subscriber Line (ADSL) systems, wireless LAN systems,
power line communications systems, and other applications.
ITU standards G.992.1 and G.992.2 and the ANSI T1.413
standard specify standard implementations for ADSL trans-
ceivers that use multicarrier modulation.

Discrete multitone modulation transceivers modulate a
number of bits on each subchannel, the number of bits
depending on the Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR) of that sub-
channel and the Bit Error Rate (BER) requirement of a link.
For example, if the required BER is 1x1077, i.e., one bit in ten
million is received in error on average, and the SNR of a
particular subchannel is 21.5 dB, then that subchannel can
modulate 4 bits, since 21.5 dB is the required SNR to transmit
4 QAM bits with a 1x10~7 BER. Other subchannels can have
adifferent SNR and therefore may have a different number of
bits allocated to them at the same BER. Additional informa-
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tion regarding bit loading can be found in copending U.S.
application Ser. No. 09/510,773, incorporated herein by ref-
erence in its entirety.

In many DMT systems, an additional parameter is used to
determine the number of bits allocated to each subchannel.
This parameter is called the SNR “margin,” or simply the
“margin.” The margin specifies an extra SNR per subchannel,
in addition to what is required to maintain the specified BER
requirement. As an example, a DMT system with a 6 dB
margin would require a 21.5+6=27.5 dB SNR on a subchan-
nel in order to transmit 4 bits on that subchannel with a 1x1077
BER. This is 6 dB more than required by the example in the
previous paragraph because now a 6 dB margin is added to the
system. Another way of looking at this is that in the example
of the previous paragraph, where 4 bits were allocated to a
subchannel with 21.5 dB SNR, the margin was 0 dB.

DMT transceivers use a margin to increase the system’s
immunity to various types of time varying impairments.
Examples of these impairments in DSL systems are: changes
in the levels of crosstalk from other transmission systems,
impulse noise, temperature changes in the telephone line, or
the like. When a DMT system is operating with a positive
SNR margin, the noise can change instantaneously by the
level of the margin and the system will still maintain the
required BER. For example, if the system is operating at a 6
dB margin, e.g., 4 bits are allocated to carriers with 27.5 dB
SNR for BER=1x107", the crosstalk levels can increase by 6
dB and the system will still be operating at the required
1x10~7 BER. Obviously the penalty for this increase in
robustness is a decrease in the data rate, since with a 0 dB
margin, a subchannel with 27.5 dB SNR can modulate 6 bits
at 1x10~7 BER.

Therefore, there is a tradeoff between the robustness of the
channel, such as a phone line, and the achievable data rate.
The margin can be used to quantify this tradeoff. A higher
margin results in a higher level of immunity to changing
channel conditions at the expense of the achievable data rate.
Likewise, a lower margin results in a higher data rate at the
expense of a lower immunity to changing channel conditions.

Current DMT systems allocate a fixed margin to all sub-
channels. For example, ADSL systems typically use a 6 dB
margin on all subchannels carrying data bits. This 6 dB mar-
gin is constant on all subchannels and is independent of the
type of impairment that the margin is trying to protect against.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

For simplicity of reference, the systems and methods of
this invention will hereinafter refer to the transceivers, or
multicarrier modems, generically as modems. One such
modem is typically located at a customer premises such as a
home or business and is “downstream” from a central office
with which it communicates. The other modem is typically
located at the central office and is “upstream” from the cus-
tomer premises. Consistent with industry practice, the
modems are often referred to as “ATU-R” (“ADSL trans-
ceiver unit, remote,” i.e., located at the customer premises)
and “ATU-C” (“ADSL transceiver unit, central office,” i.e.,
located at the central office). Each modem includes a trans-
mitter section for transmitting data and a receiver section for
receiving data, and is of the discrete multitone type, i.e., the
modem transmits data over a multiplicity of subchannels of
limited bandwidth. Typically, the upstream or ATU-C modem
transmits data to the downstream or ATU-R modem over a
first set of subchannels, which are usually the higher-fre-
quency subchannels, and receives data from the downstream
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or ATU-R modem over a second, usually smaller, set of sub-
channels, commonly the lower-frequency subchannels.

For example, in digital subscriber line (DSL) technology,
communications over a local subscriber loop between a cen-
tral office and a subscriber premises is accomplished by
modulating the data to be transmitted onto a multiplicity of
discrete frequency carriers which are summed together and
then transmitted over a subscriber loop. Individually, the car-
riers form discrete, non-overlapping communication sub-
channels which are of a limited bandwidth. Collectively, the
carriers form what is effectively a broadband communica-
tions channel. At the receiver end, the carriers are demodu-
lated and the data recovered.

DSL systems experience disturbances from other data ser-
vices on adjacent phone lines, such as, for example, ADSL,
HDSL, ISDN, T1, orthe like. Additionally, DSL systems may
experience disturbances from impulse noise, crosstalk, tem-
perature changes, or the like. These disturbances may com-
mence after the subject DSL service is already initiated and,
since DSL for Internet access in envisioned as a always-on
service, the affects of these disturbances should be considered
by the subject DSL transceiver. Additionally, the length of the
phone line is a type of impairment that varies from one ADSL
subscriber to another, i.e. from one ADSL installation to
another, and therefore has an effect on the ADSL modem
performance.

The systems and methods of this invention allow the mar-
gin in a discrete multitone modulation system to vary depend-
ing on a type of impairment. For example, this impairment
can be changing over some duration or from one installation
to another. Thus, different margins can be assigned to one or
more of the carriers in a discrete multitone modulation com-
munication system.

As noted above, there is a tradeoff between the robustness
of the link and the achievable data rate. By setting a higher
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These and other features and advantages of this invention
are described in, or are apparent from, the following detailed
description of the embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The embodiments of the invention will be described in
detail, with reference to the following figures wherein:

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an exem-
plary modem according to this invention; and

FIG. 2 is a flowchart outlining an exemplary method for
assigning margins according to this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, the margin
is set to be different on at least two subchannels in a discrete
multitone modulation system. In this exemplary embodi-
ment, subchannels which are expected to incur greater varia-
tions in impairment levels are set to have a higher margin,
whereas subchannels which are expected to incur lower varia-
tions in impairment levels are set to have lower margins. As an
example of this embodiment, consider an ADSL transmission
system transmitting data over telephone wires and consider
the case where the impairment is changing channel condi-
tions due to temperature fluctuations. Since telephone wire is
typically made out of copper, the attenuation, i.e., the inser-
tion loss, characteristics will depend on the temperature of the
wire. As the temperature of the wire increases, the attenua-
tion, i.e., the insertion loss, will increase. Furthermore, the
insertion loss also varies with frequency as the temperature
changes. Therefore, as the temperature increases, in addition
to an overall increase in insertion loss, the insertion loss at the
higher frequencies increases more than the insertion loss at
the lower frequencies. Table 1 shows a correlation of fre-
quency versus insertion loss of an exemplary 13,500 ft. 26
AWG line at various frequencies for 70° F. and 120° F.

TABLE 1

Insertion loss of 13500 ft 26 AWG line versus frequency at 70 F. and 120 F.

Frequency (kHz)

20 40 100 200 260 300 400 500 600 780 1100
Insertion loss 29.8 367 452 528 573 602 677 748 8L7 930 110
(dB)
at 70° F.
Insertion loss 319 39.6 49.4 574 618 648 723 793 861 979 116
(dB)
at 120° F.
margin, a higher level of immunity to changing channel con- < From Table 1, it is apparent that the difference in insertion

ditions is achieved at the expense of the data rate. Similarly,
while a lower margin may result in a higher data rate, the
immunity to changing channel conditions is reduced.

However, setting the margin equally for all subchannels at
least fails to account for impairments that change over time
and how the impairments may have different effects on sub-
channels at different frequencies. For example, temperature
changes and line length effect different frequencies with dif-
fering degrees of interference.

Aspects of the present invention relate to a communica-
tions system having a plurality of margins.

Aspects of the present invention also relates to a method of
assigning a plurality of margins to a communications system.

Aspects of this present invention additionally relate to mul-
ticarrier modulation systems and methods for different mar-
gins to be assigned to different subchannels to account for
varying impairments.

55

60

65

loss from 120° F. to 70° F. is 2.1 dB at 20 kHz, whereas the
difference in insertion loss from 120° F. to 70° F. is 6 dB at
1100 kHz. For this exemplary embodiment, a higher margin
could be allocated to carriers at higher frequencies and a
lower margin allocated to carriers at lower frequencies. For
example, the carrier at 20 kHz will only need a2.1 dB margin,
because even if the temperature changes from 70° F. to 120°
F., the insertion loss will only change by 2.1 dB and, as a
result, the system bit error rate requirement can still be met
after the temperature change. Similarly, the carrier at 1100
kHz will need a 6 dB margin, since as the temperature
changes from 70° F. to 120° F., the insertion loss will change
by 6 dB and, as a result, the system bit error rate requirement
will still be satisfied even after the temperature change.
However, it is to be appreciated that the margin is not
allocated to each subchannel in a fixed manner, but rather
varies based on the expected change in impairments over time
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or as impairments vary from one DSL installation to another.
However, that does not preclude the possibility that different
subchannels can have the same margin assigned to them. For
example, a subchannel may have a certain margin assigned
based on a particular impairment, while another subchannel
may have the same margin assigned based on another impair-
ment. These impairments can include, but are not limited to,
changes in the levels of crosstalk from other transmission
systems, impulse noise, temperature changes, line length,
radio frequency interference and other ingress, or the like. As
aresult, for example, since certain subchannels are not overly
burdened with a common margin, the overall data rate of the
system can be increased without sacrificing the robustness of
the system.

For example, and with reference to Table 1, by lowering the
margin of the lower carriers from 6 dB to 2.1 dB, the channel
data rate has increased. This increase can occur without a loss
of'the immunity to temperature variations on the line since the
lower frequencies are less susceptible to temperature changes
than the higher frequencies. In general, the systems and meth-
ods of this invention can be adapted to set a margin for any
impairment that varies over time, or is installation based, and
may, for example, effect different frequencies in different
ways.

As another example, consider crosstalk from another trans-
mission system. If the crosstalking transmission system is
known to use only a portion of the frequency spectrum uti-
lized by the discrete multitone modulation system, then the
margins can be decreased on the carriers that are known to be
outside the frequency spectrum of the crosstalking system.
For example, ISDN systems are an example of a crosstalk
source for ADSL systems. ISDN systems typically transmit
only up to approximately 150 kHz. Thus, for example,
employing the teachings of this invention, carriers above 150
kHz can operate at lower margins than carriers below 150kHz
where the ISDN crosstalk is present.

As another example, the margin in an ADSL system can be
varied depending on the length of the telephone wire. Table 2
shows a relationship of insertion loss of an exemplary 9000 ft.
26 AWG line at frequencies for 70° F. and 120° F.

TABLE 2

20

6

possible because a shorter phone line will not experience as
much ofa change in insertion loss due to temperature changes
as a longer phone line.

For this illustrative example, the margin allocated to dif-
ferent subchannels takes into account information about the
length of the telephone line. As an example, the insertion loss
difference from 70° F. to 120° F. at 20 kHz is 2.1 dB for the
13,500 ft. line. On the other hand, the insertion loss difference
from 70°F. to 120°F. at 20 kHzis 1.4 dB for the 9,000 ft. line.
Therefore, for this exemplary situation, a margin of 2.1 dB
would be allocated to the carrier at 20 kHz on a 13,500 ft. line
whereas a margin of 1.4 dB would be allocated to the carrier
at 20 kHz on the 9,000 ft. line. The immunity to temperature
variations on the line would be the same for both the systems
operating at 9,000 ft. and 13,500 ft. As a result, the overall
system data rate can be increased on shorter lines without
sacrificing a loss in robustness.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a multicar-
rier modem 100. In particular, the multicarrier modem 100
comprises a controller 10, a memory 20, a discrete multitone
modulation system 30, a data rate determiner 40, a signal to
noise ratio determiner 50, a margin determiner 60 and a
margin storage 70, all interconnected by link 5. The multicar-
rier modem 100 is also connected to one or more computer or
computer-type devices 80 and additional modems (not
shown) via communications link 10. For ease of illustration,
the multicarrier modem 100 has been illustrated in block
diagram format with only the components needed for the
exemplary embodiment of this invention. Additional infor-
mation and further discussion of the operation and structure
of an exemplary multicarrier modem can be found in copend-
ing U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/485,614 entitled
“Splitterless Multicarrier Modem.”

While the exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1
shows the multicarrier modem 100 and various components
collocated, it is to be appreciated that the various components
of the multicarrier modem can be rearranged and located in
whole or in part at an ATU-R and/or ATU-C. Furthermore, it
is to be appreciated, that the components of the multicarrier
modem 100 can be located at various locations within a

Insertion loss of 9000 ft 26 AWG line versus frequency at 70 F. and 120 E.

Frequency (kHz)

20 40 100 200 260 300 400 500 600 780 1100
Insertion loss 20.0 244 30.1 352 382 402 451 499 544 620 73.6
(dB)
at 70° F.
Insertion loss 21.4 263 32.8 382 41.2 432 482 529 574 653 775
(dB)
at 120° F.

Comparing Table 1 and Table 2, it is apparent that an s

increase in insertion loss as temperature increases depends on
the length of the telephone line as well. Thus, on the exem-
plary 9,000 ft. phone line, a 50° F. temperature change results
in an average of only 2.8 dB increase in insertion loss. On the
13,500 ft. phone line, a 50° F. temperature change resulted in
an average of 4.3 dB increase in insertion loss. For this illus-
trative example, the margin on the subchannels is varied
depending on the length of the phone line. As an example, if
the phone line is shorter, e.g., 9,000 ft., the average margin
can be decreased on the subchannels by 4.3-2.8=1.5 dB as
compared to a longer 13,500 ft. loop without sacrificing
immunity to temperature changes on the phone line. This is

distributed network, such as a POTS network, or other com-
parable telecommunications network. Thus, it should be
appreciated, that the components of the multicarrier modem
100 can be combined into one device or distributed amongst
aplurality of devices. As will be appreciated from the follow-
ing description, and for reasons of computational efficiency,
the components of the multicarrier modem can be arranged at
any location within a telecommunications network and/or
modem without affecting the operation of the system.

The links 5 and 10 can be a wired or a wireless link or any
other known or later developed element(s) that is capable of
supplying and communicating electronic data to and from the
connected elements. Additionally, the computer device 80,
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can be, for example, a personal computer or other device. In
general, the computer device 80 can be any device that uses a
modem to transmit and/or receive data.

In operation, the multicarrier modem 100 is installed, for
example, in a customer premises or in a central office. During
this installation, certain fixed quantities such as line length are
known and can be stored in the multicarrier modem 100.
During an initial installation, or at any subsequent time for
which a redetermination in margins is appropriate, for
example, based on an increased bit error rate, changes in the
signal to noise ratio, seasonal changes, or the like, the con-
troller 10, in cooperation with the memory 20, the discrete
multitone modulation system 30 and the margin determiner
60 can determine and store margins. For example, as illus-
trated above in exemplary Tables 1 and 2, margins can be
determined for temperature fluctuations and the length of the
wire line based on, for example, the actual installation and
historical data. Furthermore, routines can be established by
the margin determiner 60 to evaluate and compile statistical
information relating to one or more carriers. For example, this
statistical information can be compiled during modem idle
times in response to impairments seen on the one or more
carriers. This statistical information can then be used to deter-
mine appropriate margins for one or more carriers.

Alternatively the modem may measure the noise on the line
during idle times and determine that a particular type of
crosstalker, e.g., another ADSL or HDSL modem, is present.
Since the spectral content of these types of crosstalkers are
known, this information can be used to determine the margin.
For example, if the crosstalker is an ATU-R ADSL modem
then it is known that ATU-R ADSL modems transmit approxi-
mately in the 20-130 kHz range. This information can be used
to determine the margin for the carriers in the 20-130 kHz
frequency range.

Alternatively, a predetermined set of margins, for example,
for known impairments, can be downloaded from, for
example, a central office modem or other location within a
communications network. The determined and/or down-
loaded margins are then stored in the margin storage 70.
Similarly, groups of margins can be stored based on, for
example, geographic information, seasonal information, line
length information, or the like.

During training of the multicarrier modem 100, the SNR
determiner 50, in cooperation with the controller 10, the
memory 20, and the DMT system 30, determines the signal to
noise ratio of the carriers. Knowing the signal to noise ratio of
the carriers, the data rate determiner 40 determines the raw
data rate of the carriers based on the signal to noise ratio and
the bit error rate. This raw data rate reflects the data rate of
carriers with no margin.

Generally, the bit error rate is set in advance, for example,
by the manufacturer. Additionally, the data rate is generally
governed by a range that is, for example, guaranteed as a
maximum, by a DSL provider. Therefore, based on the set bit
error rate, the signal to noise ratio for a known quantity of bits
can be determined.

Knowing the signal to noise ratio, the margins for the
carriers can be set, for example, based on one or more, or a
combination of, entered criteria or determined criteria. For
example, an entered criteria can be based on the loop length.
A determined criteria can be, for example, based on standard
temperature variance information that can, for example, be
downloaded from the service provider. Alternatively, for
example, the margins can be set based on historical data that
relates to, for example, impairments on the line. In general,
the margins can be set such that a balance between the data
rate and the impairment immunity is maximized.
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Having retrieved the margins for one or more of the carri-
ers, the margins are set in the DMT system 30. The margins
can then be subtracted from the carrier to determine an
updated data rate for each carrier. Having set the margins, and
knowing the data rate, the DMT system can then commence
communication over the communications link 10.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary method of assigning mar-
gins to carriers according to an exemplary embodiment of this
invention. In particular, control begins in step S100 and con-
tinues to step S110. In step S110, a determination is made
whether margins are to be determined. If margins are to be
determined, control continues to step S120. Otherwise, con-
trol jumps to step S130.

In step S120, the margins are determined and stored. Con-
trol then continues to step S130.

In step S130 the signal to noise ratio of the carriers are
determined. Next, in step S140, the raw data rate of the
carriers is determined based on the signal to noise ratio and
the bit error rate. Next, in step S150, the margins for the
carriers are retrieved. Control then continues to step S160.

In step S160, the margins for the carriers are set. Next, in
step S170, the margins are subtracted from the carriers to
determine an updated data rate for each carrier. Control then
continues to step S180.

In step S180, communications commence. Control then
continues to step S190 where the control sequence ends.

However, it is to be appreciated that the steps in F1G. 2 need
not occur in the order illustrated. For example, at any point in
time there could be an option to re-determine the margins.
Similarly, based on, for example, the time of the day, day,
location, error rate, service provider directive, a change in the
quality of service requirement, or the like, the margins could
be adjusted. Alternatively, at any time, updated margins could
be downloaded and stored in the margin storage. Alterna-
tively, if it known that margins will be incorporated in the
determination of the data rate, step S140 could be bypassed
since it is known that the raw data rate will not be used.

Furthermore, the systems and methods of this invention
can also apply to any multicarrier modulation based commu-
nication system including wireless LANs, such as wireless
LAN 802.11 and ETSI Hyperlan standards, wireless access
systems, home and access power-line communication sys-
tems, or the like.

Asillustrated in FIG. 1, the multicarrier modem and related
components can be implemented either on a DSL. modem, or
a separate program general purpose computer having a com-
munications device. However, the multicarrier modem can
also be implemented in a special purpose computer, a pro-
grammed microprocessor or microcontroller and peripheral
integrated circuit element, and ASIC or other integrated cir-
cuit, a digital signal processor, a hardwired or electronic or
logic circuit such as a discrete element circuit, a program-
mable logic device such as a PLD, PLA, FPGA, PAL, or the
like, and associated communications equipment. In general,
any device capable of implementing a finite state machine
that is in turn capable of implementing the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 2 can be used to implement the multicarrier
modem 100 according to this invention.

Furthermore, a disclosed method may be readily imple-
mented in software using object or object-oriented software
development environment that provides portable source code
that can be used on a variety of computers, workstations, or
modem hardware platforms. Alternatively, the disclosed
modem may be implemented partially or fully in hardware
using standard logic circuits or a VLSI design. Other software
or hardware can be used to implement the systems in accor-
dance with this invention depending on the speed and/or
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efficiency requirements of the systems, the particular func-
tion, and the particular software or hardware systems or
microprocessor or microcomputer systems being utilized.
The multicarrier modem illustrated herein, however, can be
readily implemented in hardware and/or software using any
known or later developed systems or structures, devices and/
or software by those of ordinary skill in the applicable art
from the functional description provided herein and with a
general basic knowledge of the computer and telecommuni-
cations arts.

Moreover, the disclosed methods can be readily imple-
mented as software executed on a programmed general pur-
pose computer, a special purpose computer, a microprocessor
and associated communications equipment, or the like. In
these instances, the methods and systems of'this invention can
be implemented as a program embedded on a modem, such as
a DSL modem, or the like. The multicarrier modem can also
be implemented by physically incorporating the system and
method in a software and/or hardware system, such as a
hardware and software system of a modem, such as an ADSL
modem, or the like.

It is, therefore, apparent that there has been provided in
accordance with the present invention, systems and methods
for assigning margins to carriers. While this invention has
been described in conjunction with a number of embodi-
ments, it is evident that many alternatives, modifications and
variations would be or are apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the applicable art. Accordingly, Applicants intend to
embrace all such alternatives, modifications, equivalents and
variations that are within the spirit and the scope of this
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method in a multicarrier communications transceiver
comprising:

transmitting a multicarrier symbol comprising a first plu-

rality of carriers and a second plurality of carriers;
transmitting a first plurality of bits on the first plurality of
carriers using a first SNR margin;

transmitting a second plurality of bits on the second plu-

rality of carriers using a second SNR margin;

wherein the first plurality of carriers is different than the

second plurality of carriers,

wherein the first SNR margin is different than the second

SNR margin, and

wherein the first SNR margin provides more robust trans-

mission than the second SNR margin.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first SNR margin
specifies a first value for an increase in noise associated with
the first plurality of carriers.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the second SNR margin
specifies a second value for an increase in noise associated
with the second plurality of carriers.

4. A method in a multicarrier communications transceiver
comprising:

receiving a multicarrier symbol comprising a first plurality

of carriers and a second plurality of carriers;
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receiving a first plurality of bits on the first plurality of

carriers using a first SNR margin;

receiving a second plurality of bits on the second plurality

of carriers using a second SNR margin;

wherein the first plurality of carriers is different than the

second plurality of carriers,

wherein the first SNR margin is different than the second

SNR margin, and

wherein the first SNR margin provides more robust recep-

tion than the second SNR margin.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the first SNR margin
specifies a first value for an increase in noise associated with
the first plurality of carriers.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the second SNR margin
specifies a second value for an increase in noise associated
with the second plurality of carriers.

7. A multicarrier communications transceiver operable to:

transmit a multicarrier symbol comprising a first plurality

of carriers and a second plurality of carriers;

transmit a first plurality of bits on the first plurality of

carriers using a first SNR margin;

transmit a second plurality of bits on the second plurality of

carriers using a second SNR margin;

wherein the first plurality of carriers is different than the

second plurality of carriers,

wherein the first SNR margin is different than the second

SNR margin, and

wherein the first SNR margin provides more robust trans-

mission than the second SNR margin.

8. The transceiver of claim 7, wherein the first SNR margin
specifies a first value for an increase in noise associated with
the first plurality of carriers.

9. The transceiver of claim 7, wherein the second SNR
margin specifies a second value for an increase in noise asso-
ciated with the second plurality of carriers.

10. A multicarrier communications transceiver operable to:

receive a multicarrier symbol comprising a first plurality of

carriers and a second plurality of carriers;

receive a first plurality of bits on the first plurality of

carriers using a first SNR margin;

receive a second plurality of bits on the second plurality of

carriers using a second SNR margin;

wherein the first plurality of carriers is different than the

second plurality of carriers,

wherein the first SNR margin is different than the second

SNR margin, and

wherein the first SNR margin provides more robust.

11. The transceiver of claim 10, wherein the first SNR
margin specifies a first value for an increase in noise associ-
ated with the first plurality of carriers.

12. The transceiver of claim 10, wherein the second SNR
margin specifies a second value for an increase in noise asso-
ciated with the second plurality of carriers.

#* #* #* #* #*



